* The author expresses his gratitude to Central European University for the generous support allowed him to begin the article, and Dumbarton Oaks' Research Library and Collection for the fellowship that allowed him to finish it. I also thank Angelina Volkoff and Nikolaos Zagklas for the suggestions and corrections to this article, and Nicholas Matheou for his assistance on all stages of the process. 1 Theodoros Prodromos, Historische Gedichte, ed. Wolfram Hörandner (Vienna, 1974), pp. 199-209 Choniates composed the first version of the Historia in the 1180s. Thus, the poem, with all its complexity and genre-specific fervour, is a contemporary and undeservedly forgotten source on the siege of Kastamon and the Byzantine expedition of 1134. It should be read alongside another poem on the same subject, which Hörandner placed under the number III in his volume.
The aim of the present paper is to reconstruct one particular aspect of this poetic cycle, namely the structure of Prodromos' imagined space. In Poem III, Theodoros Prodromos focused his attention on the siege and capture of Kastamon, putting the siege of the Anatolian city in a Trojan War context, including many quotations from the Iliad. At the same time, the poem (which might be useful for the military historian) does not provide abundant material to reconstruct imagined space in a wider sense. On the other hand, Poem IV with its focus on the campaign as a whole describes not only Kastamon, but also the wider universe that is to be conquered by the victorious armies of Ioannes Komnenos.
It is possible to distinguish three different levels of space that Prodromos articulated in his poem: the local level of Kastamon and other cities; the regional level of Anatolia, which the author calls "Persia"; and the universal level. First, I will investigate the main spatial landmarks of the poem to reconstruct the envisioned map of Theodoros Prodromos. Second, I will study the process of imperial expansion on all three levels (the capture of the city, the incursion into the country, the establishment of Byzantine power over the East). Third, I will investigate how Theodoros Prodromos depicted the process of imperial border-making with the fortification of the newly conquered "Persian land". Finally, I will try to understand how Prodromos inscribed both
